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Council Motion on Local Power Plan and £1 billion community energy funding
Local Power Starts Here
[Insert local authority] notes:
· The UK's ongoing energy insecurity, linked to global shocks including conflicts around the world, and the impact that this has had on communities across the country, has left many struggling or unable to pay their energy bills.
· The government’s record £1 billion investment into community energy and the Local Power Plan (LPP), which aims to match the ambition people have for their local areas with the resources to make real change happen.
· That Great British Energy (GBE) has opened the Expression of Interest (EOI) process for the LPP to councils, community groups, and other organisations in early February 2026; to help GBE understand project needs, build a database of potential partners, and connect applicants with Regional Local Net Zero Hubs.
Council believes:
· The LPP lets us go further in securing our collective energy security by placing energy production in community hands.
· Community energy can lower bills, boost our local economy and help tackle climate change at the same time.
· Instead of relying on distant energy companies, we can build projects that benefit the places we live with profits reinvested back into communities.
Council welcomes:
· The launch of the LPP, backed by a historic £1 billion investment in community energy by the Government, and the unprecedented opportunity for community-owned energy projects that this will allow to thrive in every part of the country.
· The jobs that this investment will support in the renewable energy sources manufacturing sector, and the important role that this will play in securing a just transition for workers in the energy sector. 
Council resolves to ask/instruct Cabinet/the Chief Executive/Leader of Council/ Cabinet/Mayor [delete as appropriate] to:
· Explore what local action can be taken to support the aims and take full advantage of the opportunities created by the government’s LPP and £1 billion of record funding.
· Raise awareness within [insert local authority area] of the LPP and the historic funding with local community groups and other eligible groups.
· Respond to the Great British Energy Local Power Plan Expression of interest.
· Reach out to any existing community energy projects and groups within [insert local authority area] to explore further feasibility for additional community energy capacity.
· Embed action on community energy in future council strategic plans.
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