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Writing to your local newspaper about Community Energy

A letter to your local newspaper is one of the simplest and most effective ways to put co-operative ideas in front of thousands of local people.
Co-operative Party members have a great story to tell on community energy – and it’s one many voters haven’t heard yet.
Here’s our guide on how to structure a letter to a local newspaper editor about community energy, with some key points you could include.
1. Open strong
Editors can get hundreds of letters sent in to their papers, so yours needs to stand out. Start with your main point straight away: this is what will hook the editor and reader.
You could:
· Highlight a local issue (e.g. rising bills, local fuel poverty, lack of local projects)
· Use a striking stat
· Use the fact that Local Power Plan and community energy aren’t well-known as a hook. People are intrigued if they think they’re missing out or not in the know about something important.
Examples:
“People in our area are still struggling with high energy bills, but there is a Government policy many haven’t heard of which could be about to change that.”

2. Make it local
Editors care about what matters in their local area.
· Refer to local challenges (e.g. a local business that shut down due to high energy costs, local people struggling with bills, local environmental challenges)
· If possible, reference local opportunities (e.g. community buildings that could benefit from renewables)
· If there are no local schemes, point to nearby examples or successful projects elsewhere in the UK and suggest your area could do similar.
Examples:
“Imagine if we could put solar panels on top of [Insert local school name], helping saving the school money while also generating profits for local residents?”

“Other communities are building their own renewable energy to cut local bills – why not us?”

3. Explain the solution in simple language
Community energy as a term is one many don’t understand, so try use simple language to explain. Community-owned energy might be clearer for a public audience.
· Community-owned energy is just renewable energy projects owned by local people rather than distant shareholders
· Profits stay in the community
· It creates local jobs and investment
4. Link to the Local Power Plan
Now introduce solutions to the problem like the Local Power Plan. You could point out:
· The Government is investing £1 billion in community-owned renewable energy through the Local Power Plan.
· Great British Energy wants every community to have its own local project by 2030 – and if you take advantage of the Local Power Plan, your project could be community owned.
· Communities across the country will be able to bid for money. Your community shouldn’t miss out.
5. Say why it matters to YOU
This is what makes your letter stand out.
· Why do you care?
· What would it mean for your area?
· What frustrates you about the current system?
Keep it short but heartfelt.
6. End with a clear call to action
Finish with something readers can take away.
· Encourage readers to join local community energy group (if exists)
· Encourage readers to write to their local councillors about the Local Power Plan
· Encourage readers to vote with this issue in mind
Examples:
“We should make sure our area benefits from this opportunity. We need to [insert your preferred course of action].”

Key messages about community energy and the Local Power Plan
These messages are here to help, but remember the most important thing is to use your own words.
· The Local Power Plan puts power back where it belongs, in our communities. 
· Labour is investing £1 billion in community energy, helping local areas generate their own clean power from solar, wind and other renewable projects. That means energy owned by local people, with profits reinvested back into communities.
· Community energy can lower bills, boost our local economy and help tackle climate change at the same time. Instead of relying on distant energy companies, we can build projects that benefit the places we live.
· Councils, co-operatives and community groups will be able to develop projects that are owned by local people directly.
· This is a practical way to tackle the cost of living and rising bills while building a cleaner future owned by all of us.
· In these local elections, a vote for Labour is a vote for local power, lower bills and stronger communities.
· Cleaner energy. Stronger local economies. More control for local people. Together, we can make our area part of Britain’s clean energy future.


Example letter to editor
Again, this example is given to spark your imagination, but remember these letters work best when they are original so do use your own words.


Dear Editor,
People in [your area name] are still dealing with high energy bills, but there’s a major opportunity many haven’t heard about yet that could change that.
Right now, why our area struggles with [insert local issue: shops shutting from rising bills, etc.], other communities are already taking control of their energy through locally owned renewable projects.
Community owned energy means local people owning and profiting from renewable energy generated in their area, with profits staying local too. Just imagine if we could [insert local example: e.g. put solar panels on [school/social club], invest profits into the community, cut local bills].
The Government’s Local Power Plan is now investing £1 billion to help make this happen. Communities across the country can access this funding. I don’t want [your area name] to be left out.
For me, this matters because [your personal reason: keep to one sentence].
We shouldn’t miss the chance to bring down bills for struggling local families, strengthen our local economy and give people more control over something as essential as energy.
Let’s make sure [your area name] is part of this.
Yours sincerely,
[Your name]
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