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Model Council Motion: VAT Relief for Repairs to Community Buildings and Key Community Assets
Motion to [Council Name]
Title: VAT Relief for Repairs to Community Buildings and Key Community Assets
Proposer: Cllr [Name]  
Seconder: Cllr [Name]
Council notes:
· Communities across the United Kingdom rely on shared public buildings such as village halls, town halls, community centres, and other community run facilities.  
· These buildings are essential hubs for social connection, local services, volunteering, cultural activity, and democratic participation.  
· Many are ageing and require significant repair, refurbishment, or modernisation to remain safe, accessible, energy efficient, and fit for purpose.  
· Unlike museums, these vital community assets are not eligible for VAT relief on repairs or refurbishment, placing a disproportionate financial burden on volunteer led committees, community organisations, and local fundraising efforts.  
· This VAT treatment creates a structural disadvantage for communities of all sizes, particularly where these buildings are the primary or only accessible public spaces.
Council believes:
· That community halls and centres are fundamental to the social, cultural, and civic fabric of communities across the country.  
· That removing VAT from repairs and refurbishment would significantly strengthen the resilience of these assets, enabling communities to invest in safety, accessibility, decarbonisation, and long term sustainability.  
· That supporting these buildings is essential to reducing isolation, improving wellbeing, and ensuring that every resident has access to high quality local spaces.
Council resolves to:
1. Write to HM Treasury and the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government urging the Government to introduce a VAT exemption for repairs, refurbishment, and essential maintenance of community buildings, mirroring the relief currently available to museums.  
2. Request that local MPs support this change, recognising the importance of these buildings to the social infrastructure of communities across the country.  
3. Share this motion with the Co‑operative Party, Locality, Plunkett Foundation, ACRE, and other relevant sector bodies to encourage wider support for VAT reform to protect and strengthen community assets.
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