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Dear Councillor [insert Labour or Labour and Co-operative Group Leader in Opposition], 
We are writing to you to ask for your support in ensuring that [insert local authority area] sees the full benefit of the Labour government’s new ‘Community Right to Buy’, changes to ‘Assets of Community Value’ and the introduction of ‘Sporting Assets of Community Value’. 
Community right to buy has been a key Co-operative Party campaign for more than a decade and was successfully secured in the Labour Party General Election manifesto and subsequent King’s Speech. Our campaigning has been driven by our fundamental belief, that ownership matters. Because those who own the things that sustain our communities ultimately get to make the decisions about our communities' futures. 
These new rights, along with the government’s transformational ‘Pride in Place’ funding, flips the script on the reality seen across the country, of absentee landlords who aren’t invested in our community's future. With ownership in the hands of the community, local people get to decide the path their community takes and the direction that they head in together. 
We want to see [area] grab that potential with both hands. Community ownership is a model that we know works. From football clubs to chip shops, pubs to community centres, social clubs to theatres, communities across the country are already pioneering the solutions to their collective issues. But if we want to see more of us sharing in the ownership of the things that matter to where we live, we need your help to protect these important local assets. 
The expansion of ‘assets of community value’ and the introduction of the new category of ‘sporting assets of community value’, which will see sports grounds automatically designated, are both much-welcome changes. These changes to assets of community value designation, in conjunction with community right to buy, will see greater protections for the things that really matter to our communities. 
We want to see communities in [insert local authority area] see the lasting improvements of the new community right to buy, the strengthened assets of community value and sporting assets of community value. Some of the ways in which you and your Labour Group can help in this ambition and campaign on community right to buy are: 
· Visiting local community groups and letting them know about these new rights. 
· Identifying with local community groups, local assets for listing. 
· Councillors can let your council know about any sporting assets of community value in their communities so that they can be automatically listed. 
· Taking the attached ‘Community Assets, Community Ownership’ motion to a meeting of full council. 
 
Yours in co-operation, 
[Insert name] 
[Insert position] 
On behalf of [Insert Party Council name] Co-operative Party


Council motion 
Community Ownership draft motion Full Council Motion: 
‘Community Assets, Community Ownership 
Council notes the important role local assets play in thriving communities. Understands that these venues can take various forms and can range from community centres and pubs to cinemas and music venues. 
Further notes that over recent years the sad decline of the British high street paired with the UK’s stunted economic growth has meant our communities are being hollowed out of the assets that we all find important, with many vital assets left empty and vacant, ultimately becoming an eye sore to local communities. 
Welcomes the news of the UK Government’s introduction of a Community Right to Buy and its strengthening of the powers available to communities including a first refusal on a wider range of assets of community value, automatic listing for the sporting assets of community value category and doubling the time period for communities to raise finance to buy Assets of Community Value from six months to twelve. 
Understands and celebrates the role that local people have played in saving and breathing new life into once forgotten venues, through schemes such as Assets of Community Value including [include a local example if you have one] and commits to supporting further work to ensure these processes are as accessible as possible. 
This Council commits to supporting community groups interested in acquiring an asset through infrastructure support from the council and connecting them with local and national funders, this includes working with organisations such as Plunkett UK and Power to Change.  
Therefore [insert Local Authority] resolves to work with Council officers to see how best it can:    
1. Celebrate the success stories of ACVs in our community. 
1. Inform local community groups of these new rights and support them in identifying assets of community value to be put forward for listing.  
1. Undertake to identify all sporting assets of community value and their supporting assets so that they quickly receive the much-needed protection that they are eligible to receive.  
1. Ensure that council takes full advantage of these new protections for important community assets. 
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